
The educational experiences of 
the Traveller community and 
impact of Traveller-focused 
initiatives: a qualitative study
This summary outlines key findings from a research paper exploring 
the educational experiences of Traveller children and the impact of 
the Lincolnshire Traveller Initiative (LTI). 

Based on interviews with 31 Traveller parents and children, the study 
examines the barriers to mainstream education, the challenges of 
home-schooling, and the role of a flexible, culturally responsive 
learning model. 

The paper highlights how initiatives like LTI can support Traveller 
families in accessing education, gaining qualifications, and broadening 
future opportunities. 

Challenges of Home Education: While many Traveller families prefer 
home education, a lack of formal support and alignment with national 
standards can lead to failed inspections and limited progression 
opportunities. 

Barriers to Mainstream Education: Traveller children often face 
discrimination, cultural misunderstandings, and rigid school structures 
that do not accommodate their lifestyle. These factors contribute to 
disengagement and early school leaving.

Impact of Alternative Educational Models: LTI provides a 
structured yet adaptable approach that respects Traveller culture 
while supporting children to achieve accredited qualifications and 
explore further education or employment pathways. 
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Key themes from the research 



Cultural Relevance: Education is designed to align with Traveller 
values, fostering trust and engagement. 

Flexibility: The approach accommodates mobility and varying 
learning needs, reducing barriers to participation. 

Principles Underpinning an Innovative Practitioner Model 

Prioritise building trusted relationships: Build long-term, culturally 
aware relationships to foster trust and encourage engagement 
through word-of-mouth within the community. 

Improved Educational Outcomes: Many children engaging with LTI 
have gained qualifications that would otherwise have been 
inaccessible. 

Increased Confidence and Aspirations: Access to structured 
learning has encouraged higher aspirations among Traveller children. 

Impact of Traveller-Focused Initiatives 

Strengthened Community Relationships: Programmes like LTI have 
fostered better communication and understanding between Traveller 
families and education providers. 
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These findings highlight the importance of culturally responsive 
education in improving outcomes for Traveller children. 

The paper was led by Sarah Dirrane, Co-Founder and Research 
Director at Cosmos. Please see below a link to the full paper. 

Full Paper Article 

The project was sponsored by LiNCHigher. 

You can find out more about the Lincolnshire Traveller Initiative here.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarah-dirrane-32946340/
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/openu/jwpll/2024/00000026/00000002/art00010#
https://lincsti.co.uk/
https://www.thefuturefocus.co.uk/about/what-we-do/

